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NATIONAL TRUST HONORS MAIN STREET LEADERS

Civic, Business and Individual Leaders Recognized at National Town Meeting 2003 

Cincinnati, OH (May 19, 2003) – The National Trust For Historic Preservation announced three winners of the Main Street Leadership Awards today – civic, business and individual – recognizing an outstanding contribution to commercial district revitalization.  The awards were presented this morning at the 2003 National Town Meeting, the annual conference of the National Trust’s Main Street Center. 

Richard Moe, president of the National Trust, said, “We know that success in any aspect of revitalization simply is not possible without good leadership. We honor these winners today, not only for their leadership, but also for their inspiration, results, and creative approaches to revitalization challenges.”

The recipients of the National Main Street Leadership Awards are: The Savannah College of Art and Design of Savannah, GA; Renee L. Hanson, Esq. of Georgetown, Texas; and Tom Kiefaber of Baltimore, MD.

“MAIN STREET HERO”: Renee L. Hanson, Esq.

Renee Hanson has dedicated the last twenty years to ensuring that historic Georgetown, Texas remains true to its character.  As the City’s first Planning Director, Renee initiated the process to designate Georgetown as a Main Street City in 1982, and has contributed thousands of volunteer hours serving on committees to preserve the historic character of the City and boost the local economy.  Among her many contributions, she is responsible for preventing strip zoning of two major thoroughfares through Georgetown’s historic district, lobbing the City Council for approval to prepare a master plan, and coordinating the planning process to restore the downtown to a viable retail and cultural center and increase tourism.  She also has served as a spokesperson for multiple community organizations to voice concerns about road construction within the historic district.  Thanks to her tireless efforts to revitalize Georgetown, the community has experienced a resurgence in the local economy and is currently in the last stages of finalizing the downtown mater plan that will implement new parking facilities, plazas, art parks, directional and gateway signs, a conference center, retail & loft (mixed use) areas, a civic and government campus, and enhanced streetscaping.  Her strong leadership and innovative approach has restored downtown Georgetown, and earns her the title of our national “Main Street Hero” for 2003.

“CIVIC LEADERSHIP”: Savannah College of Art and Design, Savannah, GA
With an overall commitment to historic preservation and adaptive reuse within downtown Savannah, SCAD has implemented unique integration of artistic design and preservation techniques to transform the National Historic Landmark District of Savannah into a thriving community that thousands of businesses, residents, and students are proud to call home.  Between 1987 and 2003, SCAD invested more than $78 million in construction and building improvements in downtown Savannah.  Several of this architecturally rich City’s historic buildings had fallen into what seemed like disrepair until SCAD stepped up to restore such historically rich structures as the pre-Civil War railroad warehouse and the historic carriage factory into state-of-the-art education facilities that have earned both state and national awards.  With its own Historic Preservation department, SCAD has provided valuable assistance to Savannah residents, developers and city planners to implement historic preservation programs and restore local homes and buildings to enhance the character of the downtown area. The unique urban campus, which is integrated into the historic fabric of the city, has become a model for preservationists worldwide.  For this reason, we are proud to honor the Savannah College of Art and Design as the 2003 winner of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Civic Leadership Award.

 “BUSINESS LEADERSHIP”: Tom Kiefaber, Baltimore, MD

With a strong desire to protect the past and the legacy that his grandfather created, Tom Kiefaber has dedicated more than a decade to preserving and promoting the Senator, one of the only remaining historic movie theatres in Baltimore, MD.  In the process, he has helped to focus national attention on the formidable obstacles that independent movie house operations face in the modern film industry, dominated by the national exhibition chains served by the national distribution companies.  Tom’s grandfather, Frank Durkee was responsible for opening the 40 original palatial single-screen theatres that once filled Baltimore.  However, with the domination of suburban megaplexes, the historic Senator Theatre is one of the last remaining links to the once popular single screen theatres in Baltimore.  Tom has long been an advocate to stop the blocking of independent theatres from receiving first-run films, which they depend on to remain economically viable.  “Without equal access to the latest films, the historic independents have been unable to remain the traffic generating, economic anchors that once persisted as the cultural centers of our main street districts,” he said.  

Tom has been one of the loudest voices speaking against the anti-competitive factors that are causing the beloved main street movie houses across the nation to be converted for other less desirable uses, or torn down completely.  In the last year, Tom restored the rotunda Cinematheque, another historic movie theatre adjunct to the Senator Theatre. He also formed a new nonprofit, the Main Street Moviehouse Foundation, that is dedicated to exploring innovative methodologies to help ensure that historic theatres nationwide can maintain their economic viability.  Tom serves as a role model for other business owners facing economic hardships in today’s historic areas.  His dedication to historic preservation and perseverance to develop solutions to operational dilemmas facing historic independent moviehouses has earned Tom the national distinction for Main Street “Business Leadership” for 2003.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, nonprofit membership organization dedicated to protecting the irreplaceable.  Recipient of the National Humanities Medal, the Trust provides leadership, education and advocacy to save America’s diverse historic places and revitalize communities.  Its Washington, DC headquarters staff, six regional offices and 23 historic sites work with the Trust’s quarter-million members and thousands of local community groups in all 50 states.  For more information, visit the National Trust’s web site at www.nationaltrust.org.
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